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1. According to 'pcst—war statutes, all censorship of mail in Poland was abolished

a8

of 31 December 1946 and has hot officially been reimposed since that time.

In actual practice, however, censorship was never complstely abolished but was
instead modified to include mail only of persons who were suspected of harbor-
ing opposing political ideas. 'hus the average person in Poland believes thab
mail censorship no longer exist i,

2. Censorship of the domestic mails in Poland:

G,

b

A% present there is no geniral cengorship of mail that is circulated in-

side the country.

There iz no regulation retiiring the addresser to write his addrass on  °

mail sent to a domestic o7 foreign address.

Only the mail of persons who have been placed on a suspect list by the UB.-
or other authority is ceisored. A rigid censorship of guch persons is -
maintained in order to l:arn the identities of tho'reontacts and as a .
neans of pathering evideice to be used at the trials of such ind‘ividualsH
Many persons have been arrested and convicted in this way.

3. Censorship of mail <ent or riceived from abrnad:

a.

he

There 1s no ganeral cencoirship of mail sent or received from abread, but it
is believed %Ghat mall coicerning TPoles living abroad is subject %o censor-

ship. A list of such Polss in in existence and is in the possession of the
censorship office. The uimes on all mail of foreign destinntion or origin

are sunposnd to be cheslol ayainst this list, but this is not alwmys dons.

Apparently, in most instancos; only mail bearing names which have security

significance 35 checked,

The greatest Iindrence to ¢ffective censorship is the clever and frequent
ugse of cover rames and addissses, The enormous task of checking names
against addrecoes is nobt being done at this time.

4. Censorship is conducted by offiiars of the UB and under the direction of Soviet
offices. Censorship headquarte.w are located in Varsaw.
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5, Adr mail letters destined for points other than iron curtain countrics are
sent to the central censorship offices in Warsaw and Gdansk. In many in-
stances letiers posted for surface transportation from Szezecin to Sweden
reached their destinations sooner than those sent by alr mail because of
the delay resulting from censorship.
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